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Yaruk Tamboore – before
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Yaruk Tamboore – now



Who we are

 Incorporated voluntary environmental group
 Parks Victoria-recognised

 Conduct on-the-ground environmental works along the Suburban 
reach of the river
 Between Plenty River to Warrandyte area
 Including Viewbank, Murundaka, Montpelier, Tikalara Park, Reynolds Road, 

Sweeney’s Lane, lower Plenty River environs and Candlebark Park

 Established over twenty years
 Membership of about 40

 Volunteer Management
Committee
 $15,000 in the bank

 Holds own Personal Accident
& Public Liability insurance

 Operates own equipment
 Work with Wurundjeri



Naming



Projects

 Monthly planting activities, in conjunction with Parks 
Victoria, in the above areas
 Regularly revisits prior plantings to conduct weed and rabbit eradication 

and maintenance activities

 Major environmental restoration activities over the last 
decade in the Murundaka and Montpelier areas
 Close working relationship with Parks Victoria rangers
 Qualified engineer responsible for on-ground project execution

 Advocates for this section of the river
 Instrumental in Melbourne Water’s $400,000 project for environmental 

restoration of degraded Montpelier Billabong in 2016

 Supported a native plants nursery at the Westerfolds depot of 
Parks Victoria
 Jointly managed with Cam Beardsell OAM of Parks Victoria



Site monitoring



Monitoring of Murundaka



Financial support
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Comment on Part 1: Community Vision

 Public involvement

 Friends acknowledge that Melbourne Water went to 
substantial lengths to engage with the public during the initial 
stages of formulating the plan

 This is appreciated

 However, Draft Plan “Collaborative Actions for the 
Next 10 Years”, (p.42) is silent on involvement & role 
of community

 Particularly Friends groups

 Have long championed for the Yarra and made substantial 
improvements to it with their volunteer efforts



Comment on Part 1 continued

 “Decision-making framework”, p.45, again makes no 
mention of the involvement and role of Friends 
groups

 The Plan should specify roles and responsibilities for 
community and Friends groups

 Mechanism in the Plan for Parks Victoria and Melbourne 
Water to nurture and support community involvement

 Provide funding

 Enable community groups to play a key role

 Not simply be a “bolt on” afterthought



Comment on Part 2: Land Use Framework

 These are the subject of large projects by the Friends, with 
funding from Melbourne Water

 Rehabilitation effort was conceived and has been led by the 
Friends

 Collaboration with Parks Victoria rangers



Comment on Part 2 continued

 Murundaka and Montpelier comprise a very substantial area of 
EVC Plains Grassy Woodland and EVC Plains Grassy Wetland
 In the early 2000s, a haven for blackberry, rabbits, foxes and other exotic 

weeds such as thistle, box thorn, English hawthorn and Pattersons Curse

 Melbourne Water funding made possible initial restoration
 Approximately 80 hectares 

 Commenced in 2007, full rehabilitation will take 15-20 years

 Major environmental improvement 
 Re-flooding of Yaruk Tamboore wetland and Murundaka swamp

 Major reduction in the rabbit population through ripping and baiting

 Melbourne Water project to rehabilitate Montpelier Billabong 
complemented this effort

 Friends prepared: “5-year Strategy for Murundaka & Montpelier



Wetlands re-instatement
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Comment on Part 2 continued

 Example of how the Friends can carry out projects for much lower cost 
than government organisations

 Initial rehabilitation of the Murundaka wetland involved project 
management, the use of heavy equipment, and an understanding of ecology

 Successfully completed by the Friends in 2013

 Cost of the equipment hire and contractors was around $40,000,

 Attention to health & safety, professionally managed, no accidents

 Most recent activity at Yaruk Tamboore

 Re-introduction of native fish to the
wetlands: southern pygmy perch,
common galaxias and Australian smelt



Current situation

 Since 2016, progress has stalled

 Friends have not been in a position to lodge a grant 
application with Melbourne Water for the past four 
years

 Parks Victoria’s insistence that all grant moneys 
provided to the Friends are surrendered to Parks 
Victoria en bloc

 Then funds disbursed at Parks’ sole discretion



Consequence

 This policy prevents Friends actively managing and 
participating in these environmental activities

 Friends would be in breach of the undertakings given in 
the Friends’ grant applications with Melbourne Water
 These contractual undertakings commit the group to a providing an 

equivalent amount of voluntary contribution to match to funds 
provided by Melbourne Water

 Without resolution the community will lose interest and 
“walk away” from the Yarra

 Contrary to the Victorian Volunteer Strategy
 “The Victorian Government has committed to develop and 

implement a Volunteer Strategy to support and enhance 
volunteerism in Victoria”



Proposal

 The Friends propose that this area of the river should 
function under joint management arrangements
 Between the Friends (representing the local community), 

Parks Victoria and the Wurundjeri

 Reflects the statement in the Draft Plan: “Work with 
the community to support and expand their 
stewardship role”

 Should be reflected in the management plan for 
these areas of public land (which is Yarra River land)
 Should be set out and reflected in the Land Use Framework 

Plan


